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Session Descriptions 
 
KEYNOTE 
Ignite EL Excellence Every Day 
Tonya Ward Singer 
Tonya shares six essential mindsets and actions for EL achievement, and why collaboration across roles is essential to lead these powerful shifts. 
Get inspired with specific actions you can take immediately to amplify your impact and ignite EL Excellence in every classroom every day.  (All) 

 
A Shareable EL Toolbox:  our Favorite Strategies for Engaging ELs in the Classroom 
Stephanie Donley, Beth Garyson, Mandy Scherger 
Join us as we share our 6+ favorite strategies for teaching elementary English Learners. The ultimate collection from our toolbox to yours: 
connecting background knowledge, vocabulary building, scaffolding, graphic organizers, modifying on the fly, informal assessments, plus more! 
Designed to beef up a teacher's skimpy toolbox. (K-5 Teachers, Assistants, EL Staff) 
 
Beyond Fragments and Run-Ons:  Empowering ELs with Sentence Sense 
Tonya Ward Singer 
Learn interactive strategies to teach sentence-level academic language in meaningful ways connected to what you teach every day.  Analyze EL 
writing to identify instructional priorities and engage in interactive demonstrations to learn effective strategies for building fluency with the 
complex sentence structures and coordinating conjunctions of academic communication. (All) 
 
Collaboration and Co-Teaching:  Little Steps to a Big Impact – YES, you can! 
Margaret R. Brown Elementary Teachers (Seymour Community School Corporation) 
Margaret R. Brown Elementary began their Collaboration & Co-Teaching journey last year after being inspired by the work of Dr. Andrea Honigsfeld 
& Dr. Maria Dove. This session will discuss how staff at Margaret R. Brown Elementary began the school wide conversation regarding collaboration 
& co-teaching, pitfalls and how they overcame them, and steps you can take to begin the journey at any grade level in your school. Yes! Educators 
in any role, in any school can collaborate & co-teach. (K-12 Teachers and Administrators) 
 
College and Career Readiness in an EL Classroom 
Jitka Nelson 
Ms. Nelson will present how her students use the 21-century skills to better prepare for post-secondary experiences and to become self-directed 
life-long learners. (Teachers Grades 9-12) 
 
Delivering on our Promise:  Turning ELL Parental Involvement into True Support 
Jennifer Kwiatkowski and Daniel Bundridge 
Are you holding Title III Parent Nights but not seeing the involvement you would like? Are you hoping to reach more parents but not sure how to 
with limited time? Join us as we discuss tested, evidenced based strategies to both engage and improve our relationships with our ELL parents. (All) 
 
Developing More Equitable Classroom Assessment for ELs 
Katie Brooks 
This hands-on session will demonstrate ways classroom teachers can provide visual and linguistic support when assessing ELL students and 
differentiate assessments across language proficiency levels. Session participants may bring assessments from their own classrooms to work on, or 
they may choose an assessment item provided by the presenter. (K-12 Teachers and Administrators) 
  
Engaging All Students 
Amy Wiley 
This session explores simple techniques which lead to big impact through actively engaging our ELL students.  (All Teachers) 
  
English Learning in Indiana at a Glance:  Key Topics and Updates from the IDOE 
Adam Pitt 
The Indiana Department of Education English Learner team will present important updates and lead discussion on timely topics surrounding policy, 
assessment, professional learning, instruction, and more. Participants will leave broader understanding of the current issues and happenings in the 
K-12 English Learning field across Indiana. (K-12 Teachers and Administrators) 
 
Español, el idioma de nosotros: A Parental Perspective on Home Literacy Practices of Mexican-American Families 
Anne Garcia and Jennifer Renn 
Schools often see emergent bilinguals, who experience literacy in languages other than English, as being ‘not school ready.’ To address this 
misconception, I explore how families with elementary-aged children in dual language programs conceptualize and practice literacy in the home. 
Results suggest that schools benefit by leveraging the rich home literacy practices of emergent bilingual families. (K-12 Teachers and 
Administrators) 



 
Focused Attention and Brian Intervals 
Deanna Nibarger 
In this session participants will explore focused attention practices (calming exercises) and brain intervals (breaks), the difference between the two, 
and examples to bring back to the classroom/school the next day. These practices support brain aligned discipline, prime the brain for new 
learning, and maximize time on task. (All) 
 
 
H.O.T. Conversations – Advancing Language and Thinking through Student Talk 
Tonya Ward Singer 
Engage all students, including ELLs, in dynamic conversations that build academic language and higher-order thinking about your classroom texts.  
Gain interactive strategies and linguistic tools to increase student engagement and deepen student learning through peer conversations. 
Participants analyze video lessons, engage in demos and collaborate to apply learning to everyday teaching.  (All) 
 
Mike’s Minute of Mindfulness:  Using Technology to Slow Down 
Michael Pinto 
 The session will explore ways that we can find balance in our personal and professional lives using technology and how some of these tools can be 
used with children in a classroom setting. (K-12 Teachers, Administrators, Coaches) 
 
Science Teaching Strategies for ELs 
Bethany Lau 
In this session, there will be an interactive discussion and demonstration of strategies for planning, creating resources to meet your students’ 
needs, and delivering science lessons intentionally in ways to really reach EL students. (Science Teachers 6-12) 
 
Speaking Across Content Areas 
Lori North and Brenda Ward 
(Teachers Grades 5-12) 
 
Supporting ELs in the Regular Classroom 
Anne Garcia 
One of the presenters shadowed and interviewed beginning ELL students in a suburban Midwestern high school. From her observations and the 
students' comments about their experiences, she developed a list of suggestions for content area classroom teachers to help ELLs learn English and 
acquire content area knowledge. In this workshop, participants will generate their own ideas about supporting ELLs in the regular classroom. The 
combined list will be shared and discussed by the presenters and the participants. (K-12 Teachers and Administrators) 
 
Tech Up Your Math Game 
Kyle Kline 
Plato (1987) once said, “Mathematics is the least techiest of all disciplines.” He was way ahead of his time. It’s time to make mathematics more 
than worksheets and book work. This session will give attendees opportunities to learn how to effectively implement technology into their K-12 
mathematics classrooms to create a more engaging learning environment. (6-12 Math Teachers) 
 
The Most Powerful Solutions to Eliminating Chronic Behavior 
Kevin Dill 
What if knowing the most powerful strategies that prevent and eliminate chronic disruptive behavior were not only easy to implement, but also 
boosted student outcomes, improved your teaching competence, and revived your love for teaching? Rated by teachers as one of the best 
trainings on behavior, this training is designed to provide you the most effective strategies for preventing and eliminating behavior in your school 
and classroom. You’ll learn and leave with ready to use techniques for Angry, Obnoxious, Defiant, Explosive, Aggressive, Controlling, Arrogant, 
Noisy, Oppositional and Maladaptive students.  (K-12 Teachers, Administrators, and School Service Personnel) 
 
Utilizing the Para Role for Greatest Impact:  both from Teacher Perspective and Para Perspective 
Lori North and Brenda Ward 
(Teachers and Paraprofessionals) 
 
Writers’ Workshop for ELs 
Katie Brooks 
This interactive workshop will help teachers to explore how to support EL students in improving their writing within the context of writers' 
workshop. Topics include writing organization, voice, and word work.  (Teachers Grades 4-12) 
 
Writing Effective IEP’s for ELs 
Tom Jenkins 
Discussion will address the necessary components of culturally and linguistically responsive IEP's. All the IDEA mandated components will be 
addressed. (All) 

 


